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ABSTRACT 

This booklet describes the offerings of the 
Noordelijke Hogeschool Leeuwarden, a large institute of higher 
educat i on (a polytechnic) in the north of The Netherlands * Special 
emphasis is placed on the social studies teacher training programs 
and the social studies general and applied programs* Blending the 
definition of the social studies of the National Council for the 
Social Studies with the Dutch tradition and educational mission of 
the College of Education, a unique perspective of the social studies 
is created for the student* ’’Learning How To Earn” forms the core 
concept of tb^ design of the social studies curriculum with special 
emphasis on professionalism, society, and the future* (EH) 
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HBO Social Studies 

Learning how to learn in Social Studies 

An impression of the Sociel Studies program of the 
Noordelijke Hogeschool Leeuwarden (NHL) m the Netherlands. 
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The NHL Social Studies Department is a member of the United States Council 
for the Social Studies (NCSS) and its International Assembly. 



The NHL College: 

Noordelijke Hogeschool Leeuwarden 

The Noordelijke Hogeschool Leeuwarden is a 
large institute of higher education (a polytechnic) 
in the north of the Netherlands. Its mam location is 
Leeuwarden, a city rich in history and the capital of 
the province of Friesland. 

Founded more than 700 years ago, Leeuwarden 
today IS a dynamic center for agriculture, 
agrotechnology, banking and tfie insurance 
business. With its attractive old canals, its beautiful 
1 7th century center with monumental houses, 
pubs and terraces, it has a lot to offer, Friesland's 
special flavour is found in its cultural heiitage and 
IS most manifest in the Frisian language, spoken as 
a first or second language (next to Dutch) by about 
half of tfie population of the province of Friesland, 
The NHL reaches much further than Leeuwarden 
alone, as teaching locations include the cities of 
Drachten, Groningen en Zwolle. NHL's most 



'isolated' site is on the island of Terschelling in the 
Wadden Sea (the wetlands), where you will find 
our school of maritime engineering. 
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The NHL offers a versatile curriculum 

1 At the NHL students can choose ifc>m a wide 
range of study programs in a variety of fields. 
Some 9,000 students and 900 staff arc? involvoLi m 
more than 70 subject areas, ranging from 
language to technology, f om nursing to pLibiic 
! administration, from managen^^nt to manual arts 







The departments are situated in modern buildings 
with good facilities. The Noordelijke Hogeschool 
f offers programs at undergraduate, graduate and 

p post-graduate level, both for full-time and parl- 

I time students, 

h The NHL is a so called 'HBO institute' HBO stands 
for the Dutch term 'hoger beroeps-onder^ijs' i e. 
higher professional education. 'HBO' distinguishes 
itself from university education in that it combines 
theoretical instruction at a high academic level 
with the development of skills required for prac- 
tical application in a particular profession. 
Compulsory placement in schools, industry' and 
non-profit organizations are an essential part of 
the curriculum. The Dutch HBO is very flexible and 
has its curricula geared to market needs, contri- 
buting to innovation in every field. 

The average HBO program takes four years of full- 
time study or six years of part-time study to com- 
plete. Graduates of HBO-programs are entitled to 
use the international title 'Bachelor'. Following the 
bachelor programs the NHL offers a limited num- 
ber of programs at the graduate school level. 



The Social Studies Department 

The College of Education of the NHL originally 
was a Teacher Training College, training studciils 
in a wide range of subject areas 



More than twenty different study programs are on 
offer, concentrated in se .'eral departments. 

There is the Language Department, the Science 
Department, the Visual Arts Department and the 
Department of Social Studies. 



The College of Education offers two types of stuciy 
programs. Apart from teacher training programs for 
almost all subjects in primar>* and secondary schools, 
the College offers several other programs, mort? or 
less in line with the U.S. Liberal Arts tradition. 

In this so called two track policy, one track is 
leading to a teaching qualification in a particular 
field of study. The second track is also strongly 
connected with tfie educational mission of the 
College of Education but aims at professions ^ 
Q tside education as such. ^ 
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Because of the growing r'loed in society for people 
witli comnujnicative skills, who not only have a 
thorouglT ( ommand of a given sut^iect but can 
also transfer this knowledge to others, the College 
offers this second trcjck with training prograrTis for 
public information and management positions in 
business, tracfe anci tlio non profit soctcv (for 
example jCibs in P^ubLc Relations, journalism, 
advc'rtiSif'ig and so on). The Soc lal Studie^s depart 
ment is one of the major departments of the 
NHL College of Education, At the moment some 
900 students are enrolled iri the department and 
about 60 staff mer'r'ibers are working there 
Related to the two track policy mentioned above 
the studies of the departri'ie^nt can be grouped m 
two branches: 

A. Social Studies Teacher Training Programs. 

rossihiliT<i\'^ Businesr> cjnd Gt^nefc)! Economics, 
Go(.K7raphy, ffea/th Care, History, 
Home Econorn/t s, Socioluc]] Boiiru^i! 
Science ami List but not /east 
Thoclogv 

B. Social Studies General and Applied Programs. 

Po.ssibi/ities Social Sfuciit?s (a.s an integrated f>cld 
of study in the hbouil arts tractit/onj. 
Applied Oeoaruphy, History and 
Meci/a, /n-service Business Truinmo 
und Educational Technology, 
Consumer Beiatior-is, Public Relations 
and Communication, Theology and 
Pedagogics 




A special feature of Dutch higher education should 
be mentioned here. Unlike most universities the de- 
partments of the College of Education combine the 
theoretical study of certain disciplines with profes- 
sional education in an integrated four-year program. 
Laboratory courses and on-the-job training form an 
essential part of the curriculum. Furthermore it is 
important to stress that Dutch colleges do not have 
a large component of general education in their 
curricula. The upper levels of general secondary 
ecfucatior'i are responsible for that and therefore 
only students from three types of higher seconcfary 
education can study at HBO colleges, 

Social Studies in the NHL definition 

The Social Studies department of the NHL College 
of Education has designed an integrated curricu- 
lum framework called 'HBO Social Studies' which 
encompasses all the study programs mentioned 
above. HBO refers to Dutch higher professional 
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education, Social Studies (the English term is also 
used in the Dutch title) refers to the An'iencan 
Sooa* Studios tradition. 

As a member of NCSS the Social Studies dcparl- 
mcnt of NHL has taken the 'Curriculum Standards 
f(.v Social Studies; expectations of excellence?' 
(NCSS, 1994) as one of the starting points m 
de?sign of HBO Soe lal Studies 

Implemented in the Dutch situation and takiruj the 
educational mission of the College of Education 
into account, the NHL uses the following defir^ition 
of Social Studies. 



Social Studies is the integrated study of social 
phenonnena, based on the complete spectrum of 
the social scier*ces and the humanities. The Social 
Studies curhciJum provides a structure for a 
multidisciplina''y approach by the use of themes 
directly derived from the complex (professional) 
reality. The primary purpose of Social Studies is to 
prepare students for jobs in the educational and 
communicative sector embedded in a socio-cultu- 
ral context. Students should be able to make 
informed and reasoned decisions as citizens and 
working professionals in a culturally diverse, 
democratic society in an interdependent world. 



Ltr^ked to the American Social Studies tradition 
HBO Social Studies offers a unique perspective, 
which r7iay enrich the Social Studies network 
around the world. 

Compared with Social Studies elsewhere the 
following key features stand out. 

HBO Social Studies: 

• not only mc/uJes regular teacher training 
prograr7'is m fhi> .sonai sciences area, but > 
genera/ and <)pp/ied programs in the field of the 
socuil sciences and the humanities. The 
Studies i/urN( forms the framework for dH 



these programs. 

• takes tfie NCSS Cuinculum Standards as one of 
the starting points, c)f course with the restriction 
that tfiese standards have to be imp/emenled m 
the Dutch Situation and on the level of higher 
cducaticr' 

• /las integration as a key issue by using themes 
and interdiSi'ipiifiary courses, which is pretty 
unictue for an institution of higher education 

• offers p>rogr<jms tf)«]t are directed at profess:nr:ji 
standards o' pnafiles HBO Social Studies 




( c.)r 7 ibines the Social Studies tradition with tfu^ 
task of tfie College of Education to prepare foi 
profossior'is in wfi/cf) educaticmal and 
conTnuinicat/ve skills arc related to social 
scientific knowledge 

stands for a profcssiona/ educationa/ appm:h h 
that IS considered to be innovative and future 
oriented througfi the integration of the corwef)! 
i)f learning fiow to learn' in the entire curnc u 
lum, in order to promote active and effective 
learning by the students With this curriculum the 
Nf .L. offers a imique program within the systrvn 
of Dutch higher education as well. The Social 
Studies department started to renew her curncu 
/urn in this direction m 1993 It will take some 
more years to have the new curriculum comple 
fed, but the department is well underway. 



Key feature: learning how to learn 

'Learning how to learn' forms the core concept for 
the* design of the Social StLjdies curriculum arid the 
teaching method at the Social Studies depart- 
ment. Students learn through that approach and 
cfevelop the ability to become self-reliant learners. 
Systematic reflection by the stLjdonts in combina- " 
tion with the growing ability to steer their own 
learning activities m different situations are 
paramount m the organization of the learruf^q 
process by the department. 

Tlirough this concept the Social Studies depart 
ment of the NHL-college hopes to reach the 
educational goals of NCSS for the Social Studies. 

In summary: Social Studies teaching and learning 
IS powerful when it is meaningful, integrative, 
value-based, challenging and active. 




Summary of the HBO Social Studies 
framework 

The HBO Social Studies program can be charac- 
terized as professional and geared to the labor 
market (HBO stands for the required professio- 
nal'sm), is embedded in society in the broadest 
sense (Social stands for society as the subject of 
study' and is geared to the future in that it trains 
the student to adapt to ever-changing professional 
and societal needs (Studies stands for the 
ongoing process of personal development). 

Professional (as in HBO) 

• r/jo various streams w'/th/n the HBO Social 
StLjdies program are forms of professional 
e?ducation directed at the educational and 
communicative sector of the labor market 

• The program equips students with a proft'ssio 
nal attitude, modern professional skills and an 
open rriind 

• The complexity of the field is translate?d into a 
thematic nrgc3ni/atiOf^ of the subjec t matter. 

The themes are derived directly from pheno 
mena from the (profossiona/j reality 

• Jfie pre^gram trams the student m skills, which 
are directly applicable to future work situations 
The skills concern cognitive, mntnrial and soon 
affective skills 

• Tfie student may expect a balanced prograrT) 
su/tt:»d to md/vidual needs and ind/v/dual stages 
of development HBO Social Studies expects 
students to develop a professional attitude. 

The department's personell act as a role model. 
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Embedded in society (as in Social) 

• Education in the d(?pjrtmer)t of Social Studies 
concerns those parts of reality, in which hurnan 
beha'/'Our cirui iriferac:f/ons between peof)/e a 
sociO‘Cultural content are taking place 

• rhe /nfornaf/ona/ Soc/j/ Sfud/es frad/f/on 
(especially the U S. tradition) serves as a profil^fig 
framework for the Social Studies curncu/u/n 
placed in the Dutch context. 

• The complexities of reality can be understood 
more profoundly by a multidisciplinary approach. 




• Students have to he capable ol p/acin|.; relevant 
f>fofessionat sittjJtiors cdeqijately in the soc:n 
cultural content, to be at>le to analyse arni fi' 
distiriguish judgement from prejudice 

Future-oriented (as in Studies) 

• After graduatic^n the stc;dt^nf has a sfartiri^ 
cornpenter)ce and the ability to develop into the 
rec^uirernents and rha//en(';?es that a prtdess/oria/ 
career has to offer 

• Ihe then)es a^e denved from future profess onal 
working situation^ amf /ire contmui')ush tuntci to 
developmerns m the occupational field. 

• lo prepare a student adequately for future cccu 
pational fields a problem-onented metf)odoiogy 
rvust bo used At the same time they must be 
taught to apply thee Icncnvledge and skills in a 
professional or semi professional content 

• Students are tra/ned to become increasingly self 
reliant The concept of 'k\-;"cng how to lean', is 
the key feature hc'e 

• The departrr?efn C'ders ac‘ . ; n*nt jnct effective 
structure, With ci;rd.n*;ous and rr^easurat.c’e 
qualify assessmer * 



In a schematic overview the structure of the HBO Social Studies curriculum shows tfie following. Students 
choose for a specific learning route within this structure and they can reconsider thc.'ir choice after the first 
and second year. 
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Method of curriculum development 

The HBO Social Studies curriculum comprises aH 
the different programs fTicntionc'd above. For ear li 
separate program a mothoci of curriculum devc'- 
lopment is applied, which was designed by thc' 
department itself. 

In a number of steps tf^c fTi(?tfiod ensures the 
translation of the HBO Social Studies framework to 
an integrated form of thematic, education Tftis 
rTicthod also encompasses a step-by-step af^pli 
cation of the concept of k?arning-how-to-lcarn, 




More information 

If you have taken an ir'iterf?st in HBO Social Studies 
and you want to receive mr)ro inforniatton, plensc 
let us know! 

Noordelljke Hogeschool Leeuwarden 
College of Education 
Social Studies Department 

Rick Steur, head of department 
P.O, Box 1018 
8900 CA Leeuwarden 
The Netherlands 

phone: +31 58 934 290 

(from 10-10-95: +31 58 29 34 290) 
fax: +31 58 934 239 

(from 10-10-95: +31 58 29 34 239) 
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